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Letter From The Editor
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Bill and Pharanee have dedicated their lives to
helping gibbons and doing what they can to stop
the illegal pet trade. Their
resources are very limited so
Jim and Alison have offered
to send Wendy Durham, one
of Monkey World’s gibbon
keepers, to help out at HFGS,
to have Dr John Lewis help
with veterinary matters on his
next journey to Asia, and to
send out supplies that are not
easy to find in Thailand. Jim
and Alison hope to return to
Mae Sot and HFGS soon to
see how Monkey World can
further help this amazing
couple and their family of
beautiful primates. 

The final destination before 
heading to Taiwan was Chiang Mai
in Northern Thailand. Chiang Mai is a
large tourist destination with many
activities in the surrounding area. There are 
elephant camps and a monkey training school.
This was where the team were headed. At the
“school” Jim, Alison, Jeremy, and Kurtis were

stunned to see several dozen macaques individu-
ally chained to tree stumps. The macaques were all

young males and were clearly
distressed by their
circumstances. The
monkey school also
had two lar gibbons
tied to poles which
were a very sad sight.
The school was set up
as a show for tourists
to come and see how
monkeys have been 
traditionally trained to
climb trees and pick
coconuts. This original
idea was long left behind
and now the “school” is a
circus of very sad acts.
Four large macaques had

been trained to throw basket-
balls, to do press-ups, and to ride bikes

but when they were not doing the shows they sat
in tiny cages all on their own.  If you are ever in
Thailand be sure NOT to visit these terrible shows.

Over the past few months we have been very busy 
rescuing more primates and expanding existing 
enclosures at the park. We have moved the stump-

tailed macaques into their new house and we are just starting
on their outside enclosures. In the orangutans we have more
than doubled their climbing frame and built a small pool. The
keepers spent a lot of time on the orangutan enclosure and we
have filled the new climbing frame with loads of hoses that
allow the orangs to move through their environment like they
would in the wild. It is fantastic to see. Meanwhile the keepers
have been putting up more hoses and ropes for the chimps
and other primates. And they might not know it yet, but in the
next few days we are starting on a major expansion of the
climbing frame for Rodney’s group. Over the next few weeks
Trudy and all her family will have much more space to climb
and explore once a couple of hundred telephone poles are
secured into place.
Many thanks are owed for all of the help and support we have received
from many different organisations and people. Very generous 
donations have been sent in and supporters have come up with 
different and interesting ways to raise money to help the monkeys and
apes. Collection boxes, cake sales, tea club collections, wedding 
present donations, tombolas, and 24-hour famines have all helped us
to rescue more apes. Many of the primates had birthdays over the past
couple of months and greatly appreciate all of the heavy-duty toys,
vitamins, and donations that we received for each individual. Special
thanks are owed to Bird Semple Solicitors, Commercial &
General Interiors Ltd, Alldays Store Eastleigh, Vertigo
Nightclub, Whitstable Newsagent, Oddbins Manchester,
and One-Stop Shops office staff. Beautiful knitted items were
sent in by J Jones and Mrs Sayers while Abbie Barton set up her
own Funky Monkey Club to help us rescue more primates and
raise awareness. Northern Crop Driers Ltd donated bedding
material for our domestic animals, Mr & Mrs Nolan in cooperation
with Lloyds TSB Registrars raffled champagne for Seamus, and
all the guys at Ferndown Firestation brought us more used 
firehose. Three special mentions need to be made. First, there is 
K Savage, a London clothes designer, that has provided a great deal
of support – check out his designs at www.savagelondon.com.
Walter Lewis and his cast of the Reduced Shakespeare
Company raised funds at the end of several evenings – it was a great
performance and a lot of fun. And finally, Grace Turner took it
upon herself to design and write a kids quiz to do while wandering
around the park – it is very clever and we should have them available
to our guests next year. 

Our work in Asia continues with the Pingtung Rescue Centre for
Endangered Wild Animals. In Taiwan their centre has been
working very hard, building new enclosures, and improving the lives
of all of their animals. Pingtung Rescue Centre now has some of the
best enclosures we have ever seen for captive orangutans and gibbons.
We owe a tremendous thank you to EVA Airways for flying the 
gibbons and orangutans from Taiwan to London. Their staff was very
helpful and ensured that the animal’s journey was as stress free as
possible. We would also like to thank our MP, Jim Knight, and the
Taipei Representative Office in UK for their support of this 
valuable conservation project. As always the staff at the Pingtung
Rescue Centre for Endangered Wild Animals have done a
tremendous job preparing the animals for their long journey. 

We have had several requests from adoptive parents that their 
primates are specifically mentioned in the newsletter. Sadly we cannot
report on everyone in each issue, but rest assured that in the winter
issue, everyone will be mentioned. 

Thanks for all your support and help.

Letter From The Editor

(centre) After the show, life is very sad
for the monkeys living boxes. 

(Bellow left) One of the concolor 
gibbons that Bill and Pharanee rescued

(Bellow Centre) A lar gibbons lives in a
very small cage at a temple

(note his left arm is broken)

(Bellow right) The tourist show was very
sad and demeaning

Pig Tailed macaques were tied to posts
to entertain tourists.
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developing the orangutan’s climbing frame so that
these arboreal apes could move as they would have
in the forests of Borneo. After a few hours it was
time to start with introductions so Hsiao-quai and
Lucky were brought back inside where Jeremy
could supervise their first meeting with Amy and
Gordon. The two girls were smaller than
Amy but bigger than Gordon so
Jeremy would have to be on his
toes to make sure that nobody
started any fights. This first
introduction went very well
and while Gordon was
overjoyed with the
prospect of having two
more playmates, Amy was
a bit put out that yet again
her house was being over
run by strangers. Amy
chose to sit in one of the
bedrooms and watch in 
disgust as Gordon played with
Hsiao-quai. Lucky, the younger of
the two girls, was a bit scared by all of
the activity so we decided to call it day after an
hour or so, and we moved Amy and Gordon back
with RoRo.

On day number two at Monkey World we left 
Hsiao-quai and Lucky together all day with Gordon
and Amy. Everyone got along together and the
unique personalities of the two girls began to show
through. Gordon had found his match in 
Hsiao-quai - she too loved to play very rough. Lucky,
on the other hand, was much more sedate and
chose to sit quietly along side of Amy. It was great 
to see everyone 
getting along
together and
making
friends.

On day three is was time for RoRo. We opened the
door and hoped that she would be as tolerant as
Gordon and Amy. RoRo burst in and was clearly very
excited to meet the new arrivals. Like Gordon, RoRo
plays rough and the first thing she had on her mind
was to size up the new playmates. Hsiao-quai was

very forward and dived straight in
wrestling and pulling hair with both

RoRo and Gordon. When RoRo
decided she wanted to try the

same game with Lucky, she
ran away into another
room. Clearly things
would have to be taken
slowly with Lucky so
RoRo returned to her
game with Hsiao-quai
and Gordon. Since July

24th all five orangutans
have lived together with no

domestic problems.

Over at the gibbon house things
moved quite a bit slower. Gibbons

are very flighty animals and are armed
with sharp canine teeth so introductions are done
over a longer period of time. So far Kitty and 
Pung-Yo are still kept together but we have removed
the solid panels in-between them and their 
neighbours on either side. The young gibbons can
become acquainted with Nike, the lar gibbon, and
Alex, the golden cheeked gibbon, through 
protective mesh. First signs are good with Nike
holding hands with the babies. Alex is a bit scared
by the new arrivals but very interested and she
keeps returning to the mesh to look at the 
neighbours. The solid panel between Puma and
Paul has also been removed and they both enjoy
chasing and playing with each other through the

mesh. Another good sign that a bond is 
developing between these two, is that they have
started singing the agile duet together. Soon it
will be time to put them together for good.

Our work with the Pingtung Rescue Centre for
Endangered Wild Animals continues. With our
joint project in place, we will continue to rescue

and rehabilitate more Asian apes that need our
help. The staff in Pingtung have done a 
wonderful job preparing their rescued apes for a
new life in England and before the end of this
year we are hopeful that there will be another
shipment of orangutans. This time another
female and a large male named Tuan should be
arriving to take over the group of women and
children!

Saving More Asian ApesSaving More Asian Apes

Kitty the Lar Gibbon

Dr. John Lewis, Jeremy Keeling and The
Pingtung team escorted the apes in

their boxes to the airport.

Ping-Yo the golden-cheeked gibbon

John Lewis checked the animals 
during the long Journey.

Puma, the agile Gibbon

Working togetherWorking together



There are many ways in which you can help Monkey World – Ape
Rescue Centre to rescue and rehabilitate more primates. 

All donations go into a 100% fund.

NO ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS ARE REMOVED.
We are still working in Turkey to assist the government to stop the smuggling of
chimpanzees from the wild for the illegal pet trade and we are still campaigning
to get the British government to stop the exotic pet trade in UK. Later this year

we will also be bringing more apes back from Taiwan. 

You can help by adopting a monkey or ape and you will receive a year’s pass to
the park, a photo of your monkey or ape, a certificate, and the Ape Rescue

Chronicle three times per year. 

Help by donating goods such as fruit, vegetable, or bread. The primates also
need vitamins and minerals such as Cod Liver Oil, Primrose Oil, Vitamin C, and

Acidophilus. We can also use thick ropes and heavy duty dog toys.

Establish a legacy for the long-term welfare of the primates and be 
in our memorial garden.

Monkey World – Ape Rescue Centre, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 6HH, England
Tel.: (01929) 462 537 Fax: (01929) 405 414

Email: apes@monkeyworld.org  Website: www.monkeyworld.org
Director: Jim Cronin, Scientific Director: Dr. Alison Cronin

Operations Manager: Jeremy Keeling
Design: David Dancey Wood, Ben Mason.
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By Lee Butler
In the past several months both Johni and

Hebe have made massive steps in their
development. You may remember that

Johni was rejected at birth and Hebe
had to be taken away from mum,

Olympia, after her milk dried
up. Both now live down at the

Pavilions and can be seen in
their nursery along side

of Paddy’s group.

Now that the girls are getting bigger and
stronger we have been pushing them 
forward. On regular occasions we re-intro-
duce Johni and Hebe to members of Paddy’s
Group. Olympia, Peppa, Athena and Kay are
the four main chimps that have been 
meeting the young ladies. These introduc-
tions have been going really well and it
allows Johni and Hebe the opportunity to
interact with older chimpanzees. This is a
critical step in their development as it is very
important for them to make friends and
understand chimpanzee politics. 

Hebe is the more boisterous and streetwise
of the two, having already spent 11 months

with Paddy’s group. She spends a lot of
time riding on Peppa’s back, running back
and forth, and laughing her head off.  Johni
does join in, but when things get too 
exciting Hebe is there to comfort her. It
won’t be too long before Johni and Hebe
are ready to start meeting the rest of the
group and their father Paddy.

Peppa puts a reassuring 
hand on Hebe’s back

Johni and Hebe 
Meet the Family
Johni and Hebe 

Meet the Family

HOW YOU CAN HELPHOW YOU CAN HELP


